
The Gospel of John:  Unlocking Meaning and Mystery 
 

Annemarie S. Kidder, PhD, IHM Associate 
Saturday, October 18, 9:30am-12:30pm 
Suggested Offering: $25 
 
The Gospel of John is the most complex of the Gospels.  Written a few decades after the synoptic Gospels, it presents 
Jesus as the glorified Christ, the one who has come from above and will return there again.  In doing so, John draws on 
various literary tools, such as metaphor and imagery, intimate prayers that Jesus has with the Father, and long 
discourses in which Jesus reflects on his role on earth and in heaven.  The Gospel author offers us also three additional 
epistles that shed light on early developments in the Johannine community and the early church.  The hope is that this 
retreat will help us encounter the risen Christ of faith in a personally relevant and meaningful way. 
 
Annemarie S. Kidder, PhD, is an ordained Presbyterian minister who has served churches in 
Michigan and Ohio.  A former seminary professor, she is the author and editor of ten books on 
historical theology, spirituality, and biblical studies.  Some of her more recent works are Making 
Confession, Hearing Confession (Liturgical Press), Karl Rahner’s The Mystical Way in Everyday Life 
(Orbis Books), and Karl Rahner's Ignatius of Loyola Speaks (St. Augustine Press). 
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We are a place of welcome 
for all who seek quiet space,  
spiritual companionship 
or opportunity or spiritual growth. 
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